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League, and the Distinguished Commu-
nity Leadership Award from the Beth-
lehem Chamber of Commerce. I would 
like to join these organizations in rec-
ognizing the tremendous contributions 
of Elmer Gates, and wish him contin-
ued success in all of his future endeav-
ors.∑ 

f 

IN CELEBRATION OF JACK 
MCKEON DAY IN SOUTH AMBOY 

∑ Mr. TORRICELLI. Mr. President, I 
rise today behalf of Jack McKeon, a 
South Amboy native, who led the Cin-
cinnati Reds to within one game of the 
1999 National League Playoffs. It is a 
pleasure for me to be able to recognize 
his accomplishments. 

During his 50 years in Major League 
Baseball, Jack McKeon has been hon-
ored as both ‘‘National League Man-
ager of the Year’’ and as ‘‘Major 
League Manager of the Year.’’ In his 26 
years of major league managing he has 
won nearly 700 games with the Kansas 
City Royals, Oakland Athletics, San 
Diego Padres, and Cincinnati Reds. In 
addition, Jack McKeon has also served 
as General Manager, receiving the 
‘‘General Manager of the Year’’ award. 

Before Jack began his distinguished 
career, he had already made an impact 
in New Jersey. As a member of the 
McKeon Boys Club, Jack played his 
first organized baseball and went on to 
become an all-county catcher as a stu-
dent at St. Mary’s High School. 

Jack’s playing career spanned 10 
years in the minor leagues. During 
that time he discovered his natural 
ability to lead. His first pro coaching 
assignment came at the young age of 
24, in which he led his club to a 70–67 
record. His later success as a rookie 
manager of the Kansas City Royals in 
1973 brought the foundering team new 
respect in the American League with a 
2nd place finish. His later managerial 
and executive positions led to greater 
renown as he approached the 1999 sea-
son. The strong finish of the Cincinnati 
Reds earned Jack the respect of his 
peers and the national press which 
named his Manager or the Year. 

So it gives me great pleasure to rec-
ognize a leader of great stature in New 
Jersey. His tremendous accomplish-
ments in baseball, as a player, man-
ager, and executive have made a sig-
nificant contribution to the national 
pastime. I am pleased that one of New 
Jersey’s native sons is now being hon-
ored, and I hope my colleagues join me 
in congratulating Jack on his success.∑ 

f 

ON PASSING OF GEORGE ORESTIS 

∑ Ms. SNOWE. Mr. President, I rise to 
pay tribute to a remarkable man and 
cherished member of the community of 
Lewiston-Auburn, Maine who sadly 
passed away in December at the age of 
86. 

When I learned of the passing of 
George Orestis, I was stricken by the 
news. George was quite honestly one of 
the finest people I have ever had the 

privilege to know—a remarkable man 
and true gentleman who cared deeply 
about the community he loved, and 
was a devoted leader of my church, 
Holy Trinity Greek Orthodox Church of 
Lewiston, Maine. He was one of those 
rare individuals who could make you 
feel a better person just for having met 
him. Indeed, by always seeing the best 
in people, he helped others to see the 
best in themselves—and his compassion 
for humankind has left an indelible 
mark on all those whose hearts he 
touched. 

My memories of George go back to 
my earliest days, and they are fond 
ones. He was a wonderful and dear 
friend, whose generous spirit I will feel 
fortunate to carry with me throughout 
my days. His loss is especially difficult 
for all of us in Maine’s Greek-American 
community—his kindness and spiritu-
ality formed the heart and soul of our 
Church, and his devotion was the bed-
rock upon which Holy Trinity Church 
was quite literally built. 

As the Church’s chanter for over two 
decades, he expressed his faith with 
soaring eloquence and brought us all 
closer to God. His words reached out to 
us in a warm embrace, comforting us in 
our darkest days. George was always 
there for us, and today we know that 
he is now in the company of angels, 
dwelling forever in the glow of God’s 
eternal love. 

George Bernard Shaw once said, 
‘‘Life is no brief candle to me—it is 
like a splendid torch which I have hold 
of for the moment, and I want it to 
burn as brightly as possible before 
handing it over to the next genera-
tion.’’ For 86 years, George Orestis 
shined as brightly as any mortal being 
could, and his is a light that will never 
be diminished for any of us who knew 
and loved him. In particular, I know 
what a special and loving relationship 
he and his wife Toni shared. My 
thoughts and prayers continue to be 
with Toni and her entire family—my 
love is with them always. 

With his values and beliefs—in the 
way he conducted his life—George was 
as close to God as one could ever hope 
to be. We will miss you, George, more 
than words have the power to convey. 
We were so very grateful to have you in 
our lives—now, you belong to God. 

Mr. President, I request that the fol-
lowing article from the Lewiston Sun 
Journal regarding the life of George 
Orestis be printed in the RECORD. 

The article follows: 
[From the Lewiston Sun Journal, Dec. 14, 

1999] 
LEADER OF THE BANK—FRIENDS RECALL 

GEORGE ORESTIS AS ‘A BACKBONE’ 
(By Michael Gordon) 

AUBURN—George Orestis had a politician’s 
love for the microphone—but he spoke much 
better. 

William Hathaway acknowledges it. He re-
members the night three decades ago that 
Orestis outshined both him and Sen. Edward 
‘‘Ted’’ Kennedy at the dais. 

Hathaway had recently been elected to the 
U.S. House, and he brought the Democratic 
senator from Massachusetts to Lewiston for 

a fund-raiser to pay off some campaign 
debts. Orestis was Hathaway’s campaign 
treasurer. 

All three men addressed the audience, and 
‘‘George made a better speech than both of 
us,’’ Hathaway said Monday. 

Orestis was a natural in front of an audi-
ence, smooth, charming, a skill he’d honed in 
the 1930s as the leader of Rudy Vallee’s band, 
the Fenton Brothers Orchestra. 

He loved to entertain. Just as much, 
Orestis loved to stand up and tell people’s 
stories, to celebrate their accomplishments, 
to sing their praises. 

‘‘He remembered everything about you,’’ 
said George Simones, a lifelong friend. 

On Monday, it was Simones, Hathaway and 
others who were doing the talking, the re-
membering, about a good man and a good 
friend. 

On Sunday, 10 days after his 86th birthday, 
Orestis died at Central Maine Medical Center 
in Lewiston. His funeral will be at 11 a.m. 
Wednesday at the Greek Orthodox Church of 
the Holy Trinity on Hogan Road in Lewiston; 
The Most Rev. Metropolitan Mothodies of 
Boston will preside. 

A son of Greek immigrants, Orestis took 
great pride in his heritage and was ‘‘a back-
bone’’ of the local church, said its priest, 
Harry Politis. Orestis led the fund drive to 
build the church, and was its chanter for 27 
years. 

‘‘He was a great singer, even when he was 
losing his hearing. He never missed a note,’’ 
said George Simones, Jr., who sang in the 
choir Orestis directed. 

His service to the Orthodox church had no 
bounds. He served on the executive councils 
of both the National Archdiocese and the 
New England Archdiocese. Twice he was 
awarded the Cross of St. Andrew. 

The poor and handicapped knew his kind-
ness. Orestis established the area’s first 
Good Will store. As a Kiwanian, he led the 
organization’s effort to help the mentally re-
tarded. 

‘‘George had a great respect for every 
human being,’’ Politis said. ‘‘He was able to 
confront every situation. He had a very real-
istic point of view.’’ 

‘‘Whatever life dealt, he would say those 
are the circumstances,’’ said Orestis’ neph-
ew, George. He was named for his uncle. 

‘‘That’s kind of a Greek expression,’’ he 
said. ‘‘When things are not going so well, you 
sort of say, ‘Well, circumstances.’ and get on 
with it.’’ 

‘‘He’d break into song, he’d tell jokes; he 
was very personable. I think what was re-
sponsible for all the affection others had for 
him was he was so approachable,’’ his neph-
ew said. 

Born in Nashua, N.H., Orestis grew up in 
Lewiston and went to school there. 

Simmons remembers him as a leader even 
then among the boys of the Greek neighbor-
hood. 

Orestis attended Bates College, and studied 
composing, conducting and arranging with 
Rupert Neily of Portland. In 1929, he landed 
the job leading the Fenton Brothers Orches-
tra. It turned into a 12-year gig. At one 
point, Simones said, the band made the top 
10 in the ‘‘Lucky Strike Parade.’’ 

When America went to war, Orestis joined 
the U.S. Army. Commissioned as a second 
lieutenant, he was assigned to the medical 
corps. 

When the fighting was over, he came home, 
not to the sound of waltzes but of washing 
machines. He ran the family’s laundry busi-
ness, American Linen, from 1947 to 1961. 

When I think of my uncle, I think of the 
four brothers in the laundry, how a small im-
migrant family took a business and made it 
a big success. That’s the sort of thing Uncle 
George would do,’’ his nephew said. He said 
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